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M OST of the men who have held the lending positions in 
German public life since 1933 w ere previously unknown or 
very little known,, outside a limited circle of friends and colleagues. 
In the case of those few whose names figured prominently in 
the daily press the idea which the public had of them was 
often quite a distorted one, owing to the fierce spirit of contro¬ 
versy that dominated domestic politics during the years imme¬ 
diately preceding the National Socialist Revolution. The 
astonishing recovery that has taken place since 1933 is an 
historical phenomenon which has attracted the attention of the 
world. And hence it is that the outside world now takes such 
a lively interest in the personality of Adolf Hitler and his 
immediate collaborators. In this little pamphlet an attempt will 
he made to sketch in broad outline the profiles of some of 
those political leaders who have taken a prominent part in the 
work of national reconstruction which has been accomplished 
since 1933 and is still being accomplished* 

Outsiders may be struck by the diversities of age* origin and 
professional career, which characterise the men around Hitler. 
During the years of political, social, economic and spiritual 
distress which followed the War and the In fiat ton adversity 
brought together some of the best men from all grades and 
classes of the nation, In the beginning most of them were urged 
forward individually and independently by a passionate feeling 
of abhorrence for the decomposition and decay into which the 
Nation and State were falling. What brought those men together 
and welded them into a unit was a profound faith in a restored 
and reinvigorated German Reich under the inspiration of the 
idea which Adolf Hitler had promulgated. 

The internal political struggle which was carried on during 
the post-War period forged into an indissoluble community all 
those men who had to bear together the stress and peril of the 
strife. The distracted conditions of the time called for men of 


character and passionate devotion to ideals and developed these 
characteristics in them, during that, long and difficult period of 
trial. And so it happened that on January 30, 1053, when Adolf 
Hitler assumed supreme control of Germany* ho did not have 
to go around looking for ministers* after the parliamentarian 
fashion. He knew who were the men around him and he knew 
the special talents that were respectively suited to the various 
tasks that had to be carried out in the work of building up the 
broken nation. 

In Germany to-day Party and State are welded together in an 
indissoluble unity. The same idea finds various form? of 
expression in the various branches of organization. It is not 
that the Party serves the State or that the State serves the Party, 
both serve the German nation as a whole, each in its own way. 
And so it comes about that National Socialism is the modern 
expression of the idea which was originally the inspiration of 
the democratic movement also but which the democratic 
movement departed from and even sometimes openly contra¬ 
dicted, This idea meant that the life of the State springs from 
the life of the people as a fountain from its source. All political 
and administrative organization, the constitution and even the 
State itself, are man’s handiwork and will pass away and give 
place to others, as docs the individual man himself. But the 
people is everlasting. To its welfare and its future all must he 
subordinated, the individual as well as the State. It is from 
this belief that the phenomenon has grown which is the hall¬ 
mark of the New Germany, namely the absolute unity of ideas 
and opinions on all vital questions affecting the nation. Thus it 
was that from Hamburg to Vienna a united chorus of Ja's was 
registered on the Sunday of the plebiscite, April 10,1938, when 
the Fiihrer asked the electorate to sanction the re-union of 
Austria with Germany and therewith the creation of a common 
Reich which had been the dream of the German people through 
many centuries of their history. 

The Party is the organized expression of the w ill of the people 
and functions through a series of offices at the head of each 
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of which is a Reich Director (Rekkshiter), Though 4 Reich 
Director of the Party may also be a Cabinet Minister, the two 
functions do not overlap, as their respective aims are quite 
distinct, A Reich Director h responsible for the affairs of a 
certain special branch within the Party organization; whereas 
the duties of a Cabinet Minister are Concerned with those 
general legal and administrative measures which give outer 
embodiment to the inner essence of the State and its relations 
towEirds other bodies and towards the citizens. The German 
form of government is distinguished by rhe fact that all power 
is concentrated in the hands of a supreme leader. And this is 
so not only in regard to the political forces of the nation but 
also in rcgEird to the military and economic forces. 

On February 4 f 15)38., a decree was issued which brought 
about even a greater concentration of power than formerly 
existed; for this decree extends the concentration of political 
power in the hands of the Ftihrer also to the military and 
economic spheres. 'The Fiihrer himself is now directly and 
personally in supreme command of the armed forces of the 
nation, without any intermediary in the person of a W ar Minister, 
The former War Minister, Field Marshal von Dlomberg, whom 
the Germans have to thank for the reconstruction of the army, 
was relieved of his position in response to a desire which he 
had repeatedly expressed, in view of his health and his long 
years of strenuous service. 'The purely administrative side of 
the war ministry has been taken over by the High Command, 
at the head of which is General Wilhelm Keitd, On the same 
date as that of the decree just mentioned the Fiihrer established 
a Secret Cabinet Council to advise him on foreign policy. 

The Reich Cabinet is constituted as follows: - 
Adolf Hitler: Fiihrer arid Chancellor 

Df. Mans Heinrich Lammer &1 Minister Lind Chief of the Reich Chancellery 
I if. Otto Meissner: Minister of Stale and Chief of the Preside ntial Chan¬ 
cellery of rhe Fiihrer And Chancellor 
Rudolf! less; 1 deputy for the Fiihrer tis Fiihrer of the Party and Cabinet Minister 
Joachim vcn. Ribbentrop: Minister for Foreign Affair? 

Hr. Wilhelm Frick: Minister of [he Interior 
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Field Marshal Hermann Goring: Air Minister and Prime Minister of Prussia. 

Commissioner for the Four Ystirs' Plan 
l)r. Joseph Gucbbels: Minister for .National Enlightenment anti Propaganda 
Walfhur Funk: Minister of Commerce 
Count Schwerin vOn Krosit^k: Minister of Finance 
R, Walter Darrd: Minister of Agriculture and Fond 
Franz Seiche: Minister of Labour 
Bernhard Rust: Minister of Education 
Manns Kerri: Minister for Ecclesiastical Affairs 
Dr. Fran* Gunner; Minister of Justice 
Dr. Julios Dorpmiillcr; Minister of Communication!* 

Dr, Wilhelm Ohnesorge: Minister of Posts 

Baron Constantin von Neurath President of the Secret Cabinet Council 

Dr. ILjulmar Schacht: Minister and President of the Reichsbank 

Dr, Htrns Frank; Cabinet Minister and President of the Academy of Law 

The Secret Cabinet Council is constituted as follows: — 

President : Huron Constant in ran Xeumth 
Members: 

Minister for Foreign Alfnirs, Joachim von Kibbentrop 
i'liv Prussian Minister^President, Air Minister and Commander-in-Chief 
of tile Air Force, Field Marsha! Hermann Goring 
The Deputy of the Fiihrer, Rudolf ] lusts- 

The Minister for National Enlightenment and Propaganda, Dr. Joseph (joebhels 
Ihe Minister anti Chief of the Chancellery, Dr. Me tv? Heinrich Hammers 
The CentttlAlukf-iIt-Clud of the Army, Cohiiicl-General Wulticr vim 
Hrtitichihth 

The Commander-in-Chief of the Navy, General-Admiral Dr. Kacdrr 
The Chief of the High Command of the Armed Forces, General of AniUerv 
Wilhelm Keitel. 

The Reich Directors (ReichsJeiter) of the National Socialist 

Farcy lire: — 

Fran?, Xftvftr Schwarz: Treasurer 

Walter Eucb; Supreme Judge of the Party 

Philipp BouhUr: Chief of the Ftohrer’s Chancellery 

Dr. Robert J.ey: Director of Organization 

T>r. Joseph Coebbels: Director of Propaganda 

Dr. Otto Dietrich: Chief of the Press 

Mas Amann; Director for the Press 

Dr. Mans Frank: Director of the Office of justice 

R. Walter Darrtf: Director of the Office for Agrarian Policy 

Alfred Rosenberg: Director of the Foreign Political Office. 

Fiihrer's Delegate for the whole mental and ideological training in die 
principles of the National Socialist Party, as Laid down by the Ftihrer 
Frans Ritter von Epp: Director of the Colonial Policy Office 
Karl Fithler: Director of the Head Office for Communal Policy 
Dr. Wilhelm Frick: Leader of the Reichstag Section 
Viktor Lutzc: Chief of Staff of the S..A. 

Heinrich Himmler: Lender of the S.S. 

Bnldur von Schirach: Leader of the Hitler Youth 

Martin Bormann: Director of rhe Staff of the Fiihrer"s Deputy 

Wilhelm Grimm: Chairman of the II Chamber of the Supreme Party 'Tribunal 
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RUDOLF HESS 

In the back room of the Stemeekerbrau in Munich, at one of the 
early meetings held by the German WorkersTarty after Hitler had 
joined it; Rudolf Hess heard Hitler speak for the first time. Immed¬ 
iately the thought leaped to his mind: "This is the only man who 
cart save Germany/' From that day to this Rudolf Hess has been 
the first among the Fiihrer's closest followers and collaborators. 

In 1933 he was appointed Reich Minister and Deputy of the 
Fiihrer as leader of the National Socialist Party. All the strings 
of the Party organization are held in his hands. His nomination 
to a seat in the Cabinet was a formal recognition of the ab¬ 
solute union of Party with State and asst]red harmonious 
collaboration between the various departments of State and 
the various branches of the Party organization. 

Rudolf Hess does not frequently come into the public limelight. 
HEs modest office m the Wiihelmstrasse indicates the character 
of the man himself rather than the wide scope of the work in 
which he is engaged. It has always been his habit to work in 
seclusion and silence, presenting only the results of his labours to 
the public. In this way he has set an example of personal disci¬ 
pline and self-denial for the other leading officials of the Party. 

\ ery little has been written about Rudolf Hess. Not much 
more than the outstanding dates in his career is known to the 
public. He was born in Egypt in 1894, as son of a German 
business man who had settled down there. He went to school 
in Germany and in 1914 he volunteered for service at the front. 
He received an officer’s commission, in recognition of his 
abilities, and was seriously wounded. Still he was able tu join 
the Air Force as an active pilot. Since that time he has been 
passionately devoted to aviation as a sport. As civilian airman, 
he won the Zngspitz flight in 1934. 

Having been an active collaborator of the Fiihrer from the 
earliest stages of the Movement onwards, he was fated to share 
the Fiihrer's imprisonment in the Fortress of Landsberg. 
During those months the two men spent a great deal of their 
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time together and Hess had this excellent opportunity of gaining 
a profound and accurate insight into Hitler's world of ideas. 
From 1935 onwards he was the [“hibrer's private secretary and 
as such his constant companion. The more the Party grew, so 
much greater became the work and care that fell to the lot of 
the Fiihrer. Hess succeeded in relieving his chief of much of 
Hie daily work connected with the organization and direction 
of the Party and thus allowed Hitler more time and quiet for 
greater tasks. The office which Hess now holds really signifies 

a continuation of the work in 
which he was engaged during 
the militant stages of the Move¬ 
ment, Ik lias a very sure eye 
in distinguishing the essential 
from the unessential and thus 
he is able to harmonize many 
differences of view that arise in 
conducting the affairs of the 
Party; for these differences sue 
neatly always on points that are 
not essential. The aim which 
he keeps steadily before his 
mind is to preserve the Party 
principles pure and unadulterat¬ 
ed and to weld all the members 
ot the Party together under the Inspiration of those principles, 
Rudolf Hess once said and the saying is characteristic of the 
man’s personal modesty: “Adolf Hitler has appointed me to 
deputize lor him because lie knows that i have learned to look 
at men and politics through his eyes.” 

He discards all bureaucratic red tape and refuses to be 
hampered by official routine. The heads of the various bran¬ 
dies of the Party organization feel that they can collaborate 
with their chief in a spirit of freedom and spontaneity. “Do not 
be giving orders," he once said, “but produce results which 
will further the interests of National Socialism.” 
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HERMANN GORING 


The ■extraordinary place which Field Marshal Goring holds in 
the public life of Germany is attributable in the lirst place to his 
absolute loyalty towards Adolf Hitler, The various offices which 
are united in Iris person have in many cases tittle in common 
with one another. But they all have one common characteristic. 
It is this: When Goring was commissioned by the Fuhrer to 
take on each job, one after another, it was always because it 



was necessary to overcome spe¬ 
cial difficulties and exigencies 
which demanded practical talent 
and ability of a high order. 

It was in the first years of the 
Party's existence, 11321 22, that 
Hermann Goring organized the 
Storm Troops (S.A.) and formed 
these young men on the model 
of discipline and patriotism 
which characterized the gene¬ 
ration that fought at the front. 

In 1030 Goring was appointed to 
be Hitler’s political represent¬ 
ative in Berlin and thus came 
into the focus of national politics 
for the first time. Later on his political ability brought about 
a decisive stage in the parliamentary conduct of affairs, In 
he came into a conflict with the War Minister of that time, 
General Groener, and the result led to Crooner's retirement. 
In the same year, as President of the Reichstag, a dramatic 
episode occurred between him and the Chancellor of that time, 
von Papcn. The result signified an important success for the 
Party. Goebbels wrote thus about fibring’s activities: " Through 
a prolonged scries of thorough-going discussions he prepared 
the ground for the Fiihrer with diplomacy and skill. His broad 
mental grasp, his strong nerve anti above all his firmness of 


character and loyalty to the Fiihrer proved to be of the highest 
value and deserving of all admiration, Steadily and firmly he 
has gone ahead as the Fiihrer's shield-bearer.” 

Once the National Socialists had taken over power, the 
question of next importance was to establish and secure 
public order. As Prime Minister of Prussia Gbring cleaned up 
the administration, reorganized the police and brought about 
that internal peace which was necessary to the Hitler Govern¬ 
ment for its work of reconstruction. At a later date Ghring's 
activities came into the foreground as Air Minister, Within a 
very short period he has built Lip the military air force out of 
nothing and has reconstructed and expanded German com¬ 
mercial aviation. To-day the Fiihrer has entrusted him with 
another and again a most important task, namely, to secure the 
foundations of German food supplies and vital necessities 
through the Four Years’ Plan. He has thrown the whole force 
of his personality into this work and has awakened such 
enthusiastic collaboration that its success is assured. 

These few facts indicate the quality of Gtiring ? gifts in the 
sphere uf constructive politics. The iron tenacity which he 
displayed as one of the best flying officers at the fighting front 
during the war is also displayed in his political activities. Goring 
is no Utopian. Jlc has a keen eye for the limits of practical 
possibilities. But he will always push ahead as far as those 
limits permit. In his case the saying is once again proved true, 
that the decisive qualities for political leadership are not expert 
knowledge in special branches but the capacity for impartial 
judgment and a sound understanding of men. But the most 
decisive gift of all is the courage to accept personal responsibility. 
In the choice of his advisers and collaborators, Goring has given 
proof of his insight into human character. And this knowledge 
of men is to a targe extent responsible for his success. 

He has a profound love of nature and animals. His reform 
of the laws for the protection of animals and the game laws have 
been recognised aft affording the world an example that deserves 


to be followed. 'The few hours that are needed for relaxation are 
spent at his country seat in the Schorfheide in the middle of 
the deer park he has constructed there. 

He also takes an active part in theatrical life. The develop¬ 
ment uf the Prussian State Theatre js due to his help and 
encouragement. And it was among the actresses of the Prussian 
stage that Goring discovered the lady who lias turned out to 
be his second life's companion, following the loss of his first wife. 

Hermann C3 tiring was born in Bavaria in 1898,, but the familv 
is of North German origin. He studied at the Cadet School 
in Berlin and at the close of the War he was leader of the Richt¬ 
hofen Air Squadron. In IN21 he first met Adolf Hitler, ‘T have 
met the man who will lead Germany on to liberty" is the entry 
in his diary under that date. Unflinching loyalty to the Fiihrer 
has been the guiding principle of bis life since then. 

JOACHIM VON RIBBENTROP 

Ever since the days of his youth Joachim von Ribbentrop 
\m been in personal touch with the conditions of life in foreign 
countries. He studied in England, in France and in Switzerland 
and before the War lie was for a short time in Canada, Later on 
he travelled widely abroad as commercial representative for 
some German firms, During these sojourns he made the acquain¬ 
tance of a large number of influential people, especially in Eng¬ 
land. These recognized in von Ribbentrop a man of wide views 
and shrewd thinking and they appreciated him even though 
they did not agree with his views on certain political questions. 

I hua it was that he came to know the peculiarities and 
characteristics of other nations, not from diplomatic experience 
but irom the practical experience of everyday business life, 
That accomplishment made it possible for him to become a 
very valuable adviser to Adolf Hitler on foreign affairs some 
years before the National Socialist Movement had gained supreme 
political control of Germany. Since INdO von Ribbentrop has 
worked for the Party, He took a leading part in the decisive 
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negotiations which preceded 
Hitler’s assumption of the Chan¬ 
cellorship in LUL During the 
following year lie carried on 
negot i at ions w ith the states men of 
France and England on the ques¬ 
tion of disarmament. In 198b he 
was leader of the German delega- 
t i on at Geneva. r l L h i s was aft e r(l er - 
man troops had re occupied the 
demilitarized zone in the Rhine¬ 
land and it fell to von Ribbcn- 
ttop’s lot to explain and defend 
Germany’s action before the 
world representatives at Geneva. 

In the same year he was sent as ambassador to London, in 
which post he remained until his appointment as Foreign 
Minister of the Reich in February 1938. T he aim of Germany’s 
foreign policy, to attain once again by friendly means her 
position as an equal among the Great Powers, necessitated 
having an ambassador in London who would firmly hold by 
his principles and convictions without at the same time ever 
forgetting or ignoring the other side of the question. Moreover, 
such a man had to have the capacity to wait for the right moment 
to come before making a final decision. On the other hand there 
was need of a German ambassador in London who would make 
the position of his own people understood and who would make 
it quite clear that, though for years the Reich had in good 
faith resigned itself to the policy of disarmament, the fact that 
it had now decided on re-armament did not invoke the danger 
of war but, on the contrary, furnished a firmer guarantee of 
peace, because it put the political situation in a clearer and 
less ambiguous light, 

'I 1 wo stages of progress in the foreign policy of the new Reich 
are specially connected with von Kibbentrop’s name. The first 
of these was tlie German-English Naval Fact of June 1985, 
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which acknowledged England's predominant interests as a sea 
power and established naval relations between both countries 
on a basis that safeguarded and sanctioned the justice of those 
interests. The second stage was the Anti-Comintern Pact with 
Italy and Japan which established the Berlin — Rome—' r Tokyo 
triangle. During the process of reuniting Austria with the 
German Motherland foreign relations were directed by von 
Ribbentrop as the newly appointed Foreign Minister. 

Joachim von Ribbentrop is 4h years old and is a native of the 
Rhindand- When the World War broke out he happened to be 
in British territory. He had some difficulties in getting back to Ger¬ 
many ; but he succeeded and volunteered for service at the front. 
He fought both on the Fast and West fronts and was wounded. 
At the end of the War he took part in the peace negotiations as 
adjutant to the plenipotentiaries appointed to represent the 
German War Ministry. He resigned from the army with the 
rank of 1st lieutenant. 

BARON CONSTANTIN VON NEURATH 

Baron von Neurath, the former Foreign Minister and now 
President of the Secret Cabinet 
Council, is a man who has little 
taste for talking. He was always 
sceptical as to the results which 
were to be hoped from the great 
palaver that took place at the 
innumerable international con¬ 
ferences which were held with 
persistent repetition during the 
post-War period. Nor did he 
have any great hopes for the 
results of Germany’s entry into 
the League of Nations; because 
lit soon recognised what a wide 
distance there was between the 


practical policy followed by the League of Nations and the ideals 
which had inspired its origin. 

In the years immediately following the War, Baron von 
Neurath served his country as diplomatic representative abroad. 
Prom 1922 to 1930 he was ambassador in Home, and from 1980 
to 1932 in London. P^ us his work lay in the two centres that 
today are of the greatest importance for Germany's foreign policy. 
I Us work in Rome prepared the way for that political rapproche¬ 
ment between the two peoples which found its formal expression 
in the establishment of the Berlin—Rome axis. During those 
years when the political life of the Reich was in a sort of comatose 
condition von Neurath succeeded in creating among the Italian 
people, and especially in the mind of the Head of the Italian 
State, the conviction that a new and powerful Germany would 
one day arise. 

Von Neurath has kept up his connections with those political 
leaders in England who came to know him during his sojourn 
there and who have implicit trust in his sterling qualities. It was 
at the special wish of President von Hindenburg that he was 
rccEilled from London to become Foreign Minister in von 
RapetVs Cabinet in 1932. In tliis position he continued under 
the Hitler Government until February 1938, when he became 
President of the Secret Cabinet Council. 

Most of those who have come into touch with Baron von 
Neurath have noticed the fine feeling which lie has for the 
impenderabilia of politics. He recognises and accurately estimates 
those forces and ideas which determine the policy of foreign 
States. And he recognises and justly appreciates the national 
needs and necessities of other States. The faculty of clear insight 
which has been developed through years of diplomatic experience 
makes it possible for him to forma just estimation of international 
possibilities and necessities. But the shrewdness and foresight 
for which he is renowned are qualities that are by no means 
connected with any weakness or vacillation of character, as has 
been dearly shown, by the success of Germany’s foreign poliev 








under his guidance. The restoration of Germany's strength 
made it possible for him to adopt a strong and uncompro¬ 
mising policy in foreign affairs. 

Baron von Ncurath has served in the Foreign Office ever 
since 1901 without break, except for a short interval when he. 
was Prime Minister in the federative State of Wiirttemberg } 
which is his native country. He is one of the few diplomats 
from the pre-War time who during the years of Germany's 
distress and dejection still believed in her future resurgence. 
And he was able to awaken that same belief in the minds of 
foreign political leaders. That is chiefly what first brought 
himself and Adolf Hitler together and has established an abiding 
friendship between them. 

DR. JOSEPH GOEBBELS 

Both at home and abroad, the Minister for National 
Enlightenment and Propaganda is one of the best known German 
statesmen. And because it falls within the scope of his office 
sometimes to say disquieting things, he has become the target 
of attack for those exiles and their abettors who are hostile 
towards the Third Reich, There are many people whose 
judgment of the Bolshevik peril is fundamentally sound hut 
who do not like to hear it spoken about, because ruthless 
criticism of Bolshevism somehow or other docs not quite fall 
in with their own political leanings. With Goebbels that is not 
so. When he speaks of Bolshevism he is uncompromising 
and throws upon it the searching light that it deserves. 

Dr. Goebbels is a journalist by profession. As newspaper man 
and public speaker he led the National Socialist campaign in 
Berlin, where he had to fight for every foot of the ground but 
finally routed the Marxists and won Berlin for the National 
Socialists. It was a political struggle which at the beginning 
had to be waged with quite inadequate means and demanded 
much personal sacrifice. But Goebbels never tried to avoid the 
light and was never on the defensive. He went into the very 
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heart of the territory where his opponents were strongest. 
During the struggle he spoke unflinchingly in public against 
the Communists in the working quarters of Berlin. His dialectical 
ability and his capacity for stating Ins case dearly reduced his 
opponents to silence, even in the eyes of their own followers, 
Goebbels once said jokingly about himself that he had been 
accused of all possible faults and defects but he had never been 
accused of being tongue-tied. There are few men who are such 
masters of the art tsf public speech. And when one meets 
him in a narrower circle of diplomats, or scholars or artists, 
it is difficult to believe that this is the same man whom one 
heard speaking yesterday at a mass meeting where he stirred 
up his audience to a high pitch of emotion. Here in the more 
intimate intellectual or artistic circle he puts forward his ideas 
calmly and modestly, as lie speaks on some artistic or litera¬ 
ry topic. Common to both, however, is the clear logical manner 
in which he analyses and expounds his theme, whether it be 
a matter of profound philosophical character or potical ideas 
thut have to be inculcated in the minds of the masses, 

ii may be said that Goebbels is the creator of modern political 
propaganda, which lie has developed into a special art. But in 
this connection it must not he forgotten and Goebbels himself 
would be among (lie first to acknowledge tills that good pro¬ 
paganda can be made only when it deals with sound and far- 
reaching and fruitful ideas. For propaganda must show results 
or else it will be condemned within a short time, no matter 
how cleverly it be organized. But a propaganda which is 
based on actual facts can become a tremendous force in the 
service of the State, if that force be in the hands of one who 
knows how to use it. 

The Chamber of Culture established and directed by Dr. 
Goebbels embraces all Germans who arc engaged in productive 
work in the various branches of culture. The aim of the Chamber 
is to see that all cultural products, those which arc yet to be 
produced as well as those already in existence, shall be applied 


to beneficial ends for the welfare 
of the nation- The character 
and personality of Goebbels 
is a sufficient guarantee that 
German intellectual life will 
never be cramped within narrow 
bureaucratic formulas. He is 
so highly gifted artistically that 
he knows very well how im¬ 
possible it is for creative genius 
to be productive in the cultural 
sphere if it be hide-bound by- 
rig id regulations. Creative talent 
will always go its own wav 
and very often it becomes oper¬ 
ative only as a process of release from mental tension. Hut if irs 
products tire to have significance for the people they must spring 
from the profound depths of the national soul. That is the 
only limiting principle which Goebbels recognises in the domain 
of cultural creativeness. And here he can appeal to all the 
great historical examples of creative genius; for they have 
always been in their truest sense the representatives of the national 
being. In other worth, all great artistic products, whether in 
literature, architecture, sculpture or painting, have been folk- 
products in their primary essentials, 

Goebbels was Horn in the Rhineland in 1SP7. His effervescent 
vitality and Rhenish humour have made him liked everywhere. 
He is very r happy in his family life. During the most difficult 
day's of his political struggle his wife always gave him the 
moral support of a sympathetic understanding, not a small 
blessing for a man who has often so much to contend with and 
is alwavs active in so manv fields. 



DR, WILHELM FRICK 


Dr. Wilhelm Frick is Reich Minister of the Interior and 
Minister of the Interior for Prussia also. It may be well to 
explain here that this latter office is now practically an integral 
part of the former; because Prussia no longer exists as an 
independent federative State. There remain only a few admini¬ 
strative relics of its former Constitution, such as the office of 
Prussian Minister-President and Prussian Minister of the 
Interior, also the Prussian Ministries of Education, of Labour, 
of Finance and of Ecclesiastical Affairs, But these offices are 
ail held by the corresponding Ministers for the Reich, except 
that of Minister-President> and Ministry of Finance. 

3 )r. Frick is personally known to many foreigners who are in 
the habit of visiting Germany, especially those who have musical 
affiliations. Both he and his wife are musical devotees and he is 
in tlic habit of giving musical evenings at his home, where one 
can hear some of the best chamber music that contemporary 
German artists can produce. Dr. Frick is well known for hb 
uprightness and integrity of character. His features and bearing 
express those virtues and all his conduct is inspired by them 
Though lie is 61 years old, he looks and acts as if he were much 
younger and lie is quite unbureaucratic. lie represents the best 
traditions of the German civil service. He looks upon his wmk 
from a much higher standpoint than that of the fulfilment of 
the daily routine tasks and Adolf Hitler once said of him that he 
had the courage to place the welfare of the country above his 
duty as a civil servant. 

That statement was made on the occasion of the first significant 
thing which Dr. Frick did for the National Socialist Movement. 
During the years that immediately followed the War Dr, Frick 
was Chief of the political section at police headquarters in 
Munich. In his official capacity he made the acquaintance of 
Adolf Hitler, who was then holding his first meetings in Munich, 
With the power which he held in his hands, Frick might easily 
have suppressed the young Movement; but he readily recognised 
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in it what he called “The kernel of Germany's revival”. And on 
the day of the national rising he protected the Movement and was 
the cause of preventing a development of hostilities which would 
have led to further bloodshed. For this conduct he had subse¬ 
quently to appear in the dock with Hitler and his companions* 

The events of that November day in 1923 sealed for ever the: 
bond of friendship and comradeship between these two men, 
t'he hitherto shy and retiring civil servant now showed himself 
to be an orator who could enkindle a spirit of fervid enthusiasm 
in his audiences. He showed 
particular ability in bringing the 
working classes to believe in 
the principles of the National 
Socialist Movement, He has been 
member of the Reichstag since 
1924 and was originally the lea¬ 
der of the National Socialist 
group in Parliament. As parlia¬ 
mentary deputy he scornfully 
refused to adopt the usual par¬ 
liamentarian tactics and lie was 
content to remain incorruptible 
and undismayed, for the sake 
of the principles of bis Party. 

In 3929 he became Minister of the Interior in the federative 
State of Thuringia, under a coalition government of the bourgeois 
parties. Thus he was the first National Socialist to become 
a Minister, From the beginning he was convinced that 
his collaboration with the bourgeois parties could not last long; 
for he was determined not to pursue coalition, politics hut to 
follow the political principlesof Adolf Hitler who had commission¬ 
ed him personally to go to Weimar, the seat of the Thuringian 
Government* His work as Minister of the interior In the city 
of Goethe and Schiller lasted for over a year and was rich in 
results. During that period the little State of Thuringia became 


the pioneer of the national revival. The administration, the 
cultural life of the State and the educational system, were 
delivered from the disintegrating influences of base politics. 
On one occasion Frick prohibited the production of a communist 
play in the theatre: but the supreme administrative tribunal 
ordered the prohibition to be withdrawn Frick, however, stuck 
to his guns and refused to withdraw, holding that the decision 
of i!ie tribunal could not override the authority of the State. 

Since the National Socialist advent to power Frick has been 
Reich Minister of the Interior. As such he has thrown himself 
enthusiastically into the work of formulating legislative measures 
tor the reform of the administration of the Reich, IE National 
Socialism had accomplished nothing else beyond tit is work o! 
legislative and constitutional reform, that alone would entitle 
it to a prominent place in German history. For over a thousand 
Year* the German people have yearned for political unity and 
incorporation in one Slate. This yearning has at last been 
fulfilled bv the legislative and constitutional reform of the Reich 
'I'he Weimar Constitution of 1.919 allowed the federative States 
to maintain their independence; hut this was practically set 
aside in 1933 and in the following year the sovereignty of the 
federative States was transferred to the Reich. The federative 
parliaments vvere abolished and nearly all the Prussian Ministries 
were amalgamated w ith those of the Reich, Legislation and the 
administration of justice were also transferred to the Reich, So 
that now at last, after a long history of internal disunion, the 
German people are united in one National State, such as 
other peoples the French and British, for instance achieved 
centuries ago. 

WALTHER FUNK 

The most noteworthy characteristic of the Minister of 
Economy is the imperturbable temperament which be displays 
In handling the most didicult problems. There are few things 
over which this typical East Prussian will get excited. I nr si 
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he was appointed Minister of 
Economy he was Chief of the 
Press for the Government of the 
Reich and during the most stor¬ 
my passages in contemporary 
German history he was always 
the soothing and calming and di¬ 
rective force at press headquar¬ 
ters, His calm consideration of 
the various problems that came 
before him as well as his charac¬ 
teristic sense of humour have 
impressed most of those who 
have had dealings with him, 

This tranquility of his is that of a man who has studied his 
special branch thoroughly, so that he knows his particular 
business and can come to such clear decisions that no other 
person will think of telling him how this or that should be 
done. Though Funk is only forty-eight, he is one of the most 
efficient commercial experts in Germany. He never loses sight of 
the national interests as a whole and fully realize* that, as 
national economy is only a branch of the total national effort, 
it must he subordinated to the whole, 

His career as an economist has passed through that of the 
journalist. For some years he was on the commercial editorial staff 
ol one of the leading Berlin papers which makes a speciality of 
commerce and finance. Often and in the most difficult times he 
was able to influence the commercial policy of the Government, 
through his work in the press. As a result of his published 
articles, which attracted the attention of experts, he was invited 
in to join the inner councils of the men who carried through 
the German currency reform after the inflation period. As 
journalist and public speaker he fought against the foreign loans, 
which were mounting at an entirely unjustifiable rate and the 
catastrophic consequences of which he foresaw at a very earlv 
date, just as did his predecessor in the Ministry of Economv, 


Dr. Schacht. During those days the economist developed into 
a politician who recognised that Hitler's victory was an indispen¬ 
sable prerequisite before German economy could again he 
restored on a sound basis. As economic adviser to Hitler, 
Walt her Funk played an important part even before the advent 
of National Socialism to power. His clear insight into the 
economic situation and his judicious foresight secured him the 
confidence of the leading economic circles. 

On the day that he assumed office Hitler appointed Funk as 
Chief of the press department under the Government of the 
Reich. Here it was his duty to keep the Fuhrer informed 
daily on the political situation at home and abroad as it was 
reflected in the pages of the press. Besides this, Funk directed 
the affairs of the publicity council for German business which 
he himself had founded. Finally, as vice-president of the Reich 
Chamber of Culture, he rendered excellent service to the cultural 
life of Germany. 

In the difficult period of the Four Years’ Plan, which demands 
that alt the resources of German economic life must he mobilized 
under its aegis, Funk was appointed Minister of Economy. 

COUNT SCHWERIN YON KROSIGK 

Count Schwerin von Krosigk, who is Finance Minister of the 

Reich, was for a long time an 
official in the Ministry of Fi¬ 
nance, When President von Hin- 
denburg called him to take over 
control of the Ministry of Fi¬ 
nance, hi June he made it 
a stipulation that powers should 
immediately be given him to 
balance the Reich Budget, 

The greatest service which 
Count Schwerin has rendered the 
country is due to the fact that 
he has put the national finances 
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on a sound footing. The unswerving policy of thrift which he 
demanded in order to be able to carry out his plans [s reflected 
in his own private life. In the conduct of his office he has looked 
upon himself as a responsible and conscientious paler familms^ 
the family being the German people. And in his own home he 
has had to provide for the support and upbringing of eight 
children. The authority which he enjoys in his split re of work 
does not come merely from his position but rather from his 
recognised expert knowledge. 

Adolf Hitler took him over as a proved expert front the two 
preceding Cabinets, lie was giveti a free hand to carry through 
financial measures* which bear the stamp of a man who is imbued 
with a profound sense uf his social and national responsibilities. 
In this connection one may call to mind the measures which give 
generous financial encouragement tn young people about to 
marry and also for the help of large families. 

Count Schwerin von Krosigk was born in Anhalt in 1887, He 
studied at Lausanne and subsequently at Oxford, where he was 
awarded a diploma in economics, "with distinction." 

R. WALTER DARKE 

The Minister of Food and Agriculture looks upon the 
peasant farming class not only 
as a branch of the national 
economic system but as the vital 
source of the nation's existence. 

The life-blood of every nation 
has to be renewed from its 
peasantry; and the peasants'toil 
is the source and guarantee of 
the nation’s food supplies. It 
is the peasant who renders the 
nation independent of fortigit 
countries for its vital needs. It 
was the keen recognition of these 


truths that first brought Walter Darre into touch with Adolf 
Hitler, in 393(1. At that time Hitler commissioned him to 
work for the reconstruction of a new and sound peasant - 
farming class. 

In his sphere of labour Darre discards abstract theories just 
as much as he discards purely material considerations regarding 
national economy, liis own life exemplifies the manifold pro¬ 
ductivity of the new ideas and his practical abilities. He holds 
a diploma for agriculture. After the War he was employed by the 
Reich as expert adviser on problems connected with stock- 
breeding. The thorough-going knowledge of the subject which 
he displayed in ids various specialist publications brought him 
fame abroad; so that he was invited to come to Finland as 
adviser to the Agricultural Department there. 

But he ift never hemmed in by mere specialist rules and 
considerations. He thinks out his problem to its last practical 
consequences. And so from the study of questions in his own 
special branch he came to discern the truths of hereditary biology 
and to recognise the fact that a peasantry rooted in the soil is the 
first and indispensable prerequisite lor a healthy people. 

It is under the aegis of this idea that Germany’s agrarian 
policy is being shaped. The farming class is now free from 
every kind of economic insecurity and the farmstead has been 
permanently entailed to the family of the farmer and his 
descendants. 

Darre was born in the Argentine in ltWx He is the son of 
a German business man whose forefathers emigrated from 
Northern I'ranee ami settled in Germany during the seventeenth 
century. He went to school in Germany and afterwards in 
England, at Wimbledon. In 1914 he joined the colours as a 
volunteer and took part in nearly all the |>ig battles on the 
Western Front. 




FRANZ SELDTL 

To-day we have sec aside distinctions of class and position 
and look upon nil our fellow-countrymen as constituent members 
of the one national community. Rut this consummation has been 
made possible by the comradeship-in-arms during the War. 'The 
feeling of a common, destiny, which had been engendered in the 
trenches, was never forgotten but we lacked a leader who would 
organise it and bring it to practical effect in the life of the nation, 
Immediately after the War the men who were still inspired by 
this sense of comradeship stood 
more or less alone, as individuals 
without being united to one 
another by any practical bonds. 

The Minister of Labour, 

Franz Seldte, is one of the best 
representatives of the old front¬ 
line soldier. As an officer at 
the front he was seriously 
wounded, his left forearm being 
completely torn away by a shot 
during one of the battles on the 
Somme. During the first months 
of the Marxist revolt in HUB he 
called together some of his coni’ 
rades and laid the foundations 
of that ex-service Legion which became known as " The Steel 
Helmets." During all the controversies in post-War Germany 
Sddte steadfastly refused to allow “The Steel Helmets" to be 
drawn into party politics. Not until Hiller's regime began did 
Seldte feel that the ideal was being realized for which the front¬ 
line soldier had fought, 

This man who has made the idea of comradeship the guiding 
principle of his conduct is now at the head of the Ministry ot 
Labour. This means that he controls the department of State 
whose duty it is to establish and consolidate a sound social 


policy. That fact is significant of the man himself and significant 
for Germany; for it is the comradeship of labour that has over¬ 
come and superseded the class conflict, fust as in the trenches 
otic had to fight for, and shoulder-to-shoulder with, the other, 
so it is now in the field of social politics in Germany. 

The Minister of Labour was born in Magdeburg in IBB2 and 
was formerly an industrial employer. Therefore even before he 
entered politics he had practical experience of social-political 
problems. 

DR, FRANZ GURTNER 

German Law is going through 
a process of radical transfor¬ 
mation. From a legal system 
which was too much the work of 
professional jurists and the ad¬ 
ministration of which was too 
much in the hands of men who 
respected principally the letter 
of the code, we are now going 
back to reconstruct a legal sytem 
that will correspond more closely 
to the historical traditions of the 
G erm a n p eople an d their eth n i cal 
as well as national customs and 
sentiment, it will be a legal system that will not be for its own 
sake but for the maintenance of the national community. At such 
an historical juncture as the present the Minister of Justice 
cannot stand apart from everyday life as a stickler for legal 
formalities. 

Considering the merely external facts of Dr, Gurtners career, 
we find in these a striking proof that he is a highly gifted jurist. 
He is the son of a locomotive engineer who has worked himself 
up to one of the highest positions in public life, and a position 
which calls for learning of a very high order. He is a native of 







Bavaria, having been born in Regensburg He became 

Minister of Justice in Bavaria in J922, Since 1932 he has been 
Reich Minister of Justice, his holding of that office having been 
sanctioned by Adolf Hitler in 19.T1, 

The range of his personal interests and accomplishments 
extends far beyond his official sphere of action. He is artistically 
gifted and plays the cello excellently. During the illegal struggles 
for freedom he was forced to take a direct part in politics, even 
as Bavarian Minister of Justice, in the Bavarian Palatinate 
especially, under the French occupation, small groups of 
seditionists and secessionists sought to separate Bavarian territory 
from the Reich. This campaign was carried on with the help 
of foreign finance and extended even to the highest quarters 
in Bavarian public life. Gnrimer took a firm stand against this 
separatist Movement. 

Bavarian humour is a characteristic mark of his personality 
and those who come into touch with him in his Berlin office 
invariably experience its stimulating effect. 

DR, HANS FRANK 

The practical preparations for legal reform in Germany are 
being made by the "Academy for German Justice, 1 ' Dr. Hans 
Frank is President of inis Academy, He is also a Cabinet Minister, 

To die broad public be is known as 1 Barrister Dr. Frank II / 1 
his name having become famous as defender of National 
Serial ism in the courts of justice during the militant stages of 
i h;ii Movement. Among the leading statesmen in Germany to-day 
time arc many who were at one time or other defended by 
I Si ]'i,mk before ihe judges in the courts. He was only nineteen 
■.M -il n■«■ when he first met the Fiihrer, shortly after the M ar, 
I Ui t ih, t fir had concluded his legal studies, he became the 
i iihn ii!vmule and legal adviser. In 1930 he achieved an 

in jHjii i , i- ilit m . l I mi, ri • for National Socialism, During a court 
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trial, having been asked to tes¬ 
tify as witness under oath, he 
succeeded in proving the lega¬ 
lity of the National Socialist 
Movement. 

In the hurry and rush caused 

■> 

bv one urgent case after another, 
in the chase from one law court 
to another, hither and thither 
through all quarters of the Reich, 
he gained valuable experience 
of legal practice which enabled 
him to develop his ideas of 
jurisprudence and test them in practice. During those days of 
hard political campaigning the young jurist had many long 
conversations with the Fuhrer, in the course of which the 
groundwork and structural plan of the new reform of German 
Law- were laid down and outlined, 

HAN NS KERRI, 

“Personal considerations must not enter into the work of 
building up a State/ 1 That axiom hung on a wall of the waiting- 
room in the Prussian Ministry of Justice when Rdch Minister 
Kerri held office there. This was before the Prussian Ministry 
of Justice was amalgamated with that of the Reich, The axiom 
is characteristic of this man who never pursues his personal 
interests and demands of bis collaborators that, they shall govern 
their conduct in a similar way. The individual must always place 
his task before himself; and that is all the more true where the 
task is all the greater. 

Hanna Kerri is a North German and was born in 18R7+ He 
interested himself in law and became a minor official in the 
administration of justice. But he strove untiringly and still 
strives to deepen and strengthen the foundations of his own 




HERXHARD RUST 


philosophy of life. He has. de¬ 
voted much of his time to the 
study of problems connected 
with art. philosophy, and reli¬ 
gion, He is essentially a prac¬ 
tical man who has learned 
his lesson in life's school and 
treats all problems from the 
human standpoint. That is what 
gives his discourse its special 
value and makes it interesting. 

A d olfH i tk r h as coin mi ssi o neb 
Harms Kerri to take charge of 
the political relations between the State and the churches. 
A profound belief in Christianity has enabled him to undertake 
this difficult task, lie has a natural way of appealing to the 
feelings of other people and that has helped him to bridge over 
many difficulties, the moment he discerns a spirit of goodwill 
on the other side. In his own person he has given an example 
of how National Socialism and Christianity can work har¬ 
moniously together once both are sincerely accepted and 
believed in, 

Kerri was mentioned in dispatches several times during the 
War and he was one of the first National Socialists in North 
Germany. During the autumn of 1923 he founded the first 
National Socialist local group in his native town. In 1928 he 
was one of the six National Socialists to be elected to the Prussian 
Diet, where in 1932 , as President he carried on a vigorous 
campaign against the Marxist Government in Prussia. As Prus¬ 
sian Minister of justice he took a leading part in the reform 
of the penal code, 
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Bernhard Rust, Minister of 
Science and Education, was 
born in Hannover in 1888. He 
took up teaching as a career 
and became head master of the 
Grammar School at Hannover. 
Tn 1.9J0 he received a call to the 
University of Halle to teach 
German literature. This was in 
consequence of a work which he 
had published on the teaching 
of philosophy in the German 
secondary'schools. But Rust-did 
not accept the invitation to Halle and refuged a second time, 
when it was repeated two years later, This was because he 
was far more interested in the training of the rising generation 
than in abstract scholarship. 

ft is from this standpoint that we must view his activities 
to-day as Reich Minister of Education. In all his work at the 
Ministry and in all the measures he has adopted for the reform of the 
educational system he has the practical well-being of the young 
generation principally in mind, its physical as well as its intellectual 
development. He aims at reducing to practice in a modern form 
the classical ideal of a unified educational system in which mind, 
character, and body* arc developed in a balanced harmony. 

His experience as an educator has enabled him to acquire a 
clear vision of pedagogical possibilities and of the damages that 
result from a badly devised educational system. From 1994 on¬ 
wards he was head of the National Socialist Movement in Lower 
Saxony. During the polittCEil struggles of those days he came so 
closely into touch with the everyday life of the people and heard 
so many expressions of their views that he acquired a very 
comprehensive idea of what they lacked in the sphere of mural 
and mental training. 
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The aim of education must be, on the one hand, to balance 
the drawbacks of those physical weaklings where the brain is 
inclined to be developed at the expense of the body and, on 
the other hand, to make those who are inclined exclusively 
towards sport also take an interest in study and devote a reason¬ 
able amount of time and energy to it, 

Bernard Rust is the first Minister of Education for the 
German Reich, since there was no national system of education 
hitherto, each federative State having its own system and its 
own ministry. These worked independently, sometimes along 
parallel lines and sometimes in open contradiction to one another. 
But now there is a central national ministry, the creation of 
which is one of the phases of that radical process of reform 
which is being introduced into the administration of the; Reich, 

DR. JULIUS DORPMULLER 

Dr. DorpntuUet is Minister of Communications.; His name is 
associated with the modern organisation of the German railways. 
Liberated from the restrictions to which they were submitted 
during the post-Wpr period, when they were administered as a 
pledge in the hands of the Ver¬ 
sailles Powers, the German rail¬ 
ways have now been developed 
into a model system of transport, 
i his is principally the work of 
Dr. Dorpmtiller. 

He was born in ISlhcrfeld in 
IH 61). He studied engi neer i ng a it d 
obtained a doctorate in that 
bran ch ( )f tech n tea l sci cnee. \ V h i le 
he was employed as construc¬ 
tional engineer by the German 
Railways he was invited to China 
to assist as consulting engineer 
in carrying out the ply ns for rail- 
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way expansion in that country. It was during this time that 
lie began to take that interest in Eastern Asia which afterwards 
became his favourite hobby. When the War broke out in 1.914 
lit was still in China; but he managed to make his way through 
a hostile Russia back to Germany, where he was at once 
employed in organizing the war transport system. 

At the end of the War he returned to the Slate railways and 
since Rl’26 he has been Director-General. Dorpmtiller is not 
only an engineering expert but also a man who has great 
practical ability as an organiser. As Reich Minister of Trans¬ 
port, all branches of public transport are subordinate to his 
control, except air transport. 'Though the interests of the vari¬ 
ous branches of transport have often dashed with one another, 
Dorpmuller has succeeded in establishing harmonious colla¬ 
boration among them, an achievement which was very necessary 
in order to cope with the increasing demands of German 
industry and commerce. 

DR. WILHELM GHNESORGE 

Dr. Qhnesorge is Minister of Posts. He has been a post- 
office official from the beginning of his career and has shown 

special technical ability in de¬ 
veloping modern methods of 
news transmission. 

He was burn in Bitterfeld in 
EH72. At the age of eighteen he 
entered the postal service. A scries 
of discoveries and inventions 
first brought his name into pro¬ 
minence among the technicians 
interested in telegraphic and tele¬ 
phonic communication. Under 
the stimulus of the demand for 
effective long-distance telephonic 
communication during the War 
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he invented what is called “The Four-Line-System/' whereby 
the means of telephonic conversation over very long distances have 
been considerably improved. This invention is in use to-day 
throughout the world* Recently Dr. Ohnesnrge has been busying 
himself with the technique of the latest means of news trans¬ 
mission, namely, television. 

Dr, Ohnesorge has written several essay a and delivered sev¬ 
eral lectures on the cultural significance of the postal services in 
history and in modern life, treating the subject in an entirely 
fresh light. His 'knowledge of history and cultural progress has 
contributed to give these essays and ad dresses a special value 
and interest. 

Despite the wide range and absorbing nature of his official 
activities, Qhnesorge takes quite an active interest in sport and 
has personally promoted sports associations ami undertakings 
among the officials and employees of the Postal Service. 

He has been a member of the National Socialist Movement 
since 1920. In that year he formed a National Socialist group 
at Dortmund, which was the first local group to be formed out¬ 
side of Bavaria. During the French invasion of the Ruhr, despite 
the sharpest supervision exercised by the enemy, Ohnesorgc 
succeeded in organizing an excellent news service whereby the 
Germans in the occupied region 
were kept in constant touch 
with home affairs. 

DR. HANS 

HEINRICH HAMMERS 

Dr. Hammers is Chief of the 
Reich Chancellery and was raised 
to the rank of Cabinet Minister 
in November 1937. He is one of 
Hitler’s closest collaborators. 

Dr. Hammers was born in 
Upper Silesia in 1^79. He began 


his career as Court Magistrate. During the War be held the rank 
of Captain in the territorial army and was awarded the Iron 
Cross both of the 1st and 2nd class. After the War he devoted 
himself to the study of constitutional law, in which he is now 
considered as one of the leading authorities. On this subject he 
delivered several lectures at the 1 Ugh School for Polities in Berlin. 
For many years Hammers has studied the whole apparatus of 
Government and administration. Questions concerned with the 
drawing up of legislative measures and the working relations 
between the various ministries and the Fiihrer represent the 
chief task he is engaged on today. 'The Fiihrer sets great value 
on the many-sided knowledge of this experienced official and 
constantly seeks his advice on various questions of procedure etc. 

Hammers had already declared himself on the side of National 
Socialism long before it took over power. He was then assistant 
adviser on questions of constitutional law- at the Reich Ministry 
of the Interior, where he had to encounter many difficulties 
owing to his nationalist principles, 

DR. OTTO MEISSNER 

Dr, Meissner first became known to the outside world as the 
personal adviser of President von Hmdenburg, He was born in 

Alsace in 1H&0. He entered the 
civil service and shortly before 
the War became an official at 
the Foreign Office. When Ebert 
became fi ret Pi esiden l of th e Ger¬ 
man Republic Dr, Meissner was 
called to be his Chef de Cabinet. 
When Field Marshal von Hin- 
denburg came into office as Presi¬ 
dent of the Reich he retained 
the services of Dr, Meissner, 
After the death of President von 
Hmdenburg the Fiihrer con- 








firmed Dr r Mdssner in his position and in December lSJ;i7 nomi¬ 
nated him as Secretary of State, which for practical purposes is 
an honorary title in this instance. 

As collaborator with von Hindenburg, I>r. Meissner alwavs 
backed up the President in his strictly non-party policy. His 
broad outlook and political tact have won the unstinted admira¬ 
tion of the foreign diplomats who have come into touch with 
him as Chief of the Presidential Chancellery, 


[ n addition to those who are Ministers of the Reich, there are 
other leading personalities in the Party organization who deserve 
to he noticed in this short pamphlet, The new impulse which the 
National Socialist Movement gave to the life of the State and 
the Nation became diffused through all branches of activity 
and demanded new men in responsible positions which supple¬ 
ment the Government departments. In the following sketches 
the names of many prominent party leaders may be missed; 
but within the limits of such a short treatise it will only be 
possible to give a biographical sketch of some of the men 
whose names are familiar abroad. 

DR. ARTHUR SEYSS-IN QUART 

The name of Dr. In quart was practically unknown to 

the outside public until it began to figure prominently in the 
press and broadcast news during the days that the A me h hits 
with Austria was taking place. His name will now be permanently 
written in the historical annals of those days, 

Seyss-Inquart was bom in 1HS12, in Stanncrn near Iglau, a 
purely German town which now belongs to Czechoslovakia, 
lie served throughout the War as volunteer in the Tyrolese 
Kaher-Jdgey^ one of the elite regiments in the old Austrian 
Army. He was severely wounded in the foot, so that he walks 
lame even to-dav. In his youth he was a great Alpinist and, 
despite his physical disability to-day, he takes part in athletic 
sports, works in the garden and takes part in mountain excursions 
on foot. 

After the War he practised as a lawyer in Vienna and soon 
began to play a leading part in the movement for a Greater 
Germany. The plan fora Customs Union which was suggested 
several years ago, for the purpose of bringing about closer 
economic relations with the Reich, was partly drawn up by him. 
That was in 15kVl; but the plan was wrecked at Geneva. 

Dr. Seyss-Inquart has been for several years now the trusted 
representative of the National Socialist Movement in \usiH 



After the agreement arrived at 
between the Fiihrer and 
the Austrian Chancellor,, Dr. 

Schuschnigg, in February 1938 
at Eerchtesgaden* Seyss-Inquart 
became Minister of the Interior 
and Minister of Public Security 
in the Vienna Cabinet. 

Although he had known for 
a long time that the majority 
of Austrians were National 
Socialist at heart, and that the 
Schu&chnigg-Regime had very 
little backing among the people* 
his attitude towards the Chan¬ 
cellor remained strictly loyal. Not until the famous Innsbruck 
speech did he suspect that Schuschnigg would break his pledge. 
Then the arming of the Communists on the part of the federal 
Governments, and other movements in the background* 
convinced Seyss-Inquart that, under the Schuschnigg-Regime, 
Austria was heading for civil war, He went to Schuschnigg 
and told him the bald truth. ‘'You have become illegal Mr. 
Chancellor.” he said, 

Sqhuschnigg resigned. The Austrian Federal President, Herr 
Miklas* entrusted Sevas- Inquart with the formation of a Cabinet, 
which took the oath of loyalty to the Constitution before the 
President next day, March J >, lla:!K. This change of Cabinet 
was strictly in accord with the provisions laid down in the 
Constitution, The new Austrian Government consisted of Dr. 
Seyss-In quart, Federal Chancellor and Minister of Defence; 
Dr. Olaise-Horstenau, Vice-Chancellor; I)r, Wolf, Foreign 
Affairs; Dr. Hucbcr, Justice; Dr. Mertghin, Education; Dr. Jury* 
Social Welfare; Reinthaler, Agriculture and Forestry ; Dr. 
l ischbdck, Commerce and Communications. 

After the Schuschnigg resignation the first official step which 
Seyss-Inquart took was to invite the German Reich to send 


troops for the purpose of safeguarding interna! peace anti 
security in Austria, It was due to the decisive and loyal stand 
which he took that it was possible to effect the union of Austria 
with Germany in a legal way and without any bloodshed. 

On the day after his appointment, March 13, 1933, and after 
llerr Miklas had resigned from the presidency, Seyss-Inquart 
placed his new office at the disposal of the Fiihrer, who now- 
returned to his native country and was received with jubilation 
by the whole people. On the day of the reunion of both countries 
in Greater Germany Adolf Hitler appointed Seyss-Inquart as 
Governor (Siatthalter) of Austria. 

The Austrian clergy gave proof of their high sense of respon¬ 
sibility on that occasion. Under the leadership of the Cardinal 
Archbishop of Vienna, Dr. Innitzer, the Austrian bishops 
ordered a letter to he read in all the Roman Catholic churches. 
The text of the letter ran as follows; 

"From profound conviction and of our own free will, we, the 
undersigned bishops of the ecclesiastical province of Austria* 
are pleased to acknowledge that the National Socialist Movement 
has done excellent constructive work, and is still doing it, in 
the national and economic spheres as well as in the sphere of 
social welfare, for the German Reich and People, and especially 
for the poorest section of the population. We are liIso convinced 
that the action of the National Socialist Movement has resulted 
in overcoming the danger of Godless Bolshevism, which would 
destroy everything, We give our blessing and best wishes for 
the continuance of this action in the future and we shah exhort 
the faithful to do the same.” 

On April 10, 1938* the Fiihrer summoned the whole population 
of Greater Germany to the polls. More than 99% of the electorate 
sanctioned the foundation of the Greater German Reich and 
pledged their loyalty to the Fiihrer. 
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ALFRED ROSENBERG 

In the spring of UH9 Munich 
fell into the hands of the Com¬ 
munist Terror end was ruled 
for a time by a Government 
consisting of Soldiers’ and Wor¬ 
kers’ Councils* on the Russian 
Soviet plan* The working clas¬ 
ses and the bourgeois citisens 
vacillated hither and thither, 
having no guiding principle to 
steady their outlook and no lea¬ 
ders whatsoever. The Commu¬ 
nist propaganda was by no means 
ineffective. There were many 
plausible speakers who held meetings in the city squares* ex¬ 
pounding the alleged glorious achievement of Bolshevism in 
Russia, The average man in the. street did not know how much 
to believe or not to believe. 

One day a young man who was then just twenty-six years old 
raised his voice at one of those meetings and gave a calm and 
cool-headed description of what Bolshevism meant in reality. 
He was a young scholar and the Baltic dialect must have sounded 
somew hat strange in Munich ears. But the Munich workmen who 
stood around him soon, saw that he w r as an honest man and be¬ 
lieved what he said. Home of them followed him into a Cafe to 
hear him further; for the speech on the square had to be cut 
short. Scarcely ha I fan hour had passed when a pair of soldiers who 
had mutinied from their regiments and had joined the Commu¬ 
nists came to ari'cst the speaker. But they arrived too late. 

The young man was Alfred Rosenberg. He was born of Ger¬ 
man parents in the Hansa town of Reval, which then belonged 
to Czarist Russia and is now the Capital of Estonia. Therefore 
Rosenberg was originally a Russian subject. Having studied 
architecture at the Technical High School in Riga he went to 


Moscow and took out his official diploma there. That was the 
prescribed procedure in those days. While in Moscow he made 
the acquaintance of Bolshevism at its centre. He returned to his 
native town, which had now been liberated from Russian ride, 
and from thence he came to Germany, 

The Communist agitation and bourgeois indifference which 
he found in Germany struck him as nearly parallel to what he 
had experienced in Russia and determined him to devote all his 
energies to fighting it. 

His study of art and of history and philosophy led him to 
certain conclusions regarding the racial basis of national exis¬ 
tence. As a German born and living abroad, he had to remain 
inactive in the enemy’s country during the War, This made him 
fed all the more deeply for the lot of his kinsfolk and, when he 
experienced the plight into which they had fallen* he felt it his 
duty to come forward as a political leader in Germany, 

In Munich he met the pod, Dietrich EckarE,and subsequently 
Adolf Hitler. He was the first author who promulgated the 
National Socialist Idea in literature and also its attitude towards 
the Jewish problem. Since the time of its foundation as the 
press organ of the National Socialist Party, he has been the 
Editor-in-chief of tlu: l &tkhther Beobachter. In conducting 
the paper he had to encounter the gravest difficulties day after 
day, especially those of economic character; but he devoted him¬ 
self unselfishly to his work and finally succeeded in placing the 
l oikischer Beohachter in the first rank of German newspapers. 

Rosenberg's masterpiece is his book* entitled "The Myth of 
the Twentieth Centurv." It is an exposition of his philosophy 
of life and has been much discussed abroad. In this hook he 
traces the various, cultural, philosophical and religious currents 
which mark the main courses of human history'. And he takes 
them all under a general conspectus which is inspired by his 
belief in folk culture us the basis of all sound cultural effort and 
also inspired by his almost religious devotion to the idea! of 
maintaining racial blood unmixed with foreign elements, A 
leading feature of Rosenberg's character is his high sense oi 
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honour, in response to which he has always maintained his 
writing on a high artistic and scholarly level; and when dealing 
with opponents in controversy lie is always ready to appreciate 
their viewpoints and makes it his chief aim to convince them 
of the truth of his own principles rather than try to gain a 
mere dialectical victory. 

Adolf Hitler has entrusted him with the task of supervising 
ideological and intellectual training and instruction within the 
framework of the Party, It is his duty to inculcate in the youth 
National Socialist teaching, pure and unadulterated, as he him¬ 
self has helped to formulate it. 

Resides this, Rosenberg is Reich Director of the Foreign 
Political Office of the Party, Foreigners who have attended Ids 
receptions and talks in his own office have been struck by the 
tact which he displays in speaking with journalists and others of 
so many varying shades of opinion. He can listen as well as talk. 
Indeed it is obvious to anyone who speaks with him that he is 
a man who has formed his opinions and shaped his own view 
of the world after long study and practical experience of life. 

ERNST WILHELM BOHLE 

It is not due to mere chance that so many of Germany’s 
political leaders to-day were born and spent their youth abroad. 
Rudolf Mess was born in Egypt, Darre in the Argentine, Rosen¬ 
berg in one of the Russian Baltic provinces, and the Fuhrer 
himself in Austria, just beyond what was then the German 
frontier, For the foreign-born often carries the motherland in 
his heart and cherishes it as an ideal. 

Ernst Wilhelm Bohle is Gauleiter of the German Foreign 
Organization, Chief of the Foreign Organization in the German 
Foreign Office, and has also the rank of Secretary of State. He 
was born at Bradford in England, in I l J03. A few years later Ids 
father became professor at the University of Capetown, South 
Africa, and tire family settled down there. Young Bohle attended 
the Grammar School in Capetown and subsequently studied in 


Germany, where be graduated 
in Commerce, He was then 
engaged as foreign salesman for 
a Hamburg firm of exporters, 
The German Foreign Organ- 
ization, of which State Secretary 
Bohle is now the Director -or 
Gauleiter, to use the German 
term was first founded in 1930. 
It embraces all Germans living 
abroad who are members of the 
National Socialist Party. But 
its influence extends also to 
Germans abroad who arc not 
Party members. Its aim is to 
encourage Germans abroad to maintain an attitude of strictest 
respect for the laws and customs of the country in which they 
are guests, while at the same time never forgetting their native 
land. The Foreign Organization helps all Germans abroad to 
keep in living touch with their motherland and uphold its 
ideals in their everyday lives. 

The Chief of the Organization has always had very close 
connections with England and the Britsb Empire, Again anti 
again he has called attention to the importance of the part 
played by foreign Germans in tine relations between the various 
countries. Speaking in London in October 1937 he said: “They 
know the homeland from which they came and they learn to 
know the country and its people in the land that has given, them 
a second home. Who could be more suited to bring about a 
mutual understanding and esteem between the various nations ?” 

It is said of Gauleiter Bohle that his gifts are those of a 
diplomat rather than a business man, The office which he holds is 
a very difficult one to administer, because it constantly encounters 
conflicting interests abroad. But his inborn prudence and keen 
sense of diplomacy have enabled him to make the course of the 
Foreign Organization run smoothly. 
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PHILIPP BOUHLER 

Reichsleiter Philipp Rouhler 
is Head of the Fiihrer’s Chan¬ 
cellery. r Hi is office deals with 
all matters concerning the 
Fiihrer in his capacity as Head 
of the National Socialist Party, 

In other words, it is purely a 
question of liaison work between 
the Fiihrer himself and every 
individual member of the Party, 

Rouhler is also in charge of the 
Private Chancellery and the 
Staff Office, in both of which 
attention is given to the 
innumerable correspondence which reaches iht Fiihrer daily 
from all sections of the community and abroad. 

Bouhler was born at Munich in 18911 and is descended from 
soldier stock. At the age of seventeen he joined up for active 
sendee and was severely wounded He has been a member of 
the National Socialist Party since 1920. After studying German 
history and literature he joined the staff of the VSlkischer 
Beobachter and subsequenty during the years when the Patty 
struggled for power, he held the position of business manager 
in its administration. Here he was seldom heard of in public. 
His administrative abilities, however, were successfully applied 
in coping with the ever increasing volume of work in connection 
with party organization. 

Bouhler’s literary work is well-known. He is the author of 
several works dealing with the Fiihrer, whose close collaborator 
he has been for many years* 
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HEINRICH HIMMLER 


In i93f> the German Reich celebrated the tenth centenary of 
the death of Heinrich T.(A.I?.9l8 986),who laid the foundations 
of the first German kingdom. It was decided that the event 
should be commemorated by restoring the tomb in the Cathedral 
of Qu ed 1 i n hi a rg T w he re H e i n ri eh an d his consort a r c bu ri ed ,11 i m m' 
ler decided to make a visit of inspection to the cathedral. On the 


appointed day a detachment of the tt.S, went to the railway 
station to welcome their Chief. It was cold and ruining, Himmler 

arrived several hours late. On 
seeing the S.S, men drawn up in 
formation, the first question 
he asked was : Have these men 
had their mid-day meal ? He 
was answered in the negative. 
Whereupon he invited the whole 
detachment to he his guests 
at the restaurant. 

That one little incident, chosen 
from the many such incidents 
that are related of him, is typical 
of Heinrich Himmler. He has a 
brotherly consideration for the 



welfare of the men under him, which is one of the reasons why 
his administration is so efficient. Yet lie is not sparing of his 
own comfort or his personal interests. He is modest and never 
permits himself to he the central object of any public demon¬ 
stration. He wishes to be known only by his work. 


■ Ilimmler is Chief of the S.S. as well bis the German Police. The 
S.S. (Schutz-Staffel), which were originally founded as Adolf 
Hitler's personal bodyguard, wear black uniform and are bill 
specially selected men who have sworn absolute loyalty to the 
Fiihrer and arc always ready to do their utmost for the State 
and public order which the Fiihrer has founded. Former!v 
the Government of each federative State controlled its own 








police independently, so that there was no national police system. 
But the federative Governments have now been abolished and a 
unified national police system has been established,, under the 
supreme control of 3 loin rich Himmler. 

Himmler's hobby is the early history of Germany and the 
study of its pre-historic origins. He is acquainted with almost 
every important book on this subject. He widely employs the 
S.Sh in exploration work and they have succeeded m excavating 
several early Germanic settlements and have brought to light 
many reties of a past culture. 

Himmler is a native of Munich, where he was born in ItHMJ. 
lie studied agriculture and graduated in that science.. 
He also worked for a tong time as a practical farmer. lie is 
passionately devoted to hunting game and is an excellent shot. 
In 1ft25 he joined the National Socialist Party, after having 
been a member of several other organizations for the national 
restoration of the Reich, To-day he belongs to the innermost 
circle of trusted followers around the Piihrer and is one of the 
most authoritative public personages in the Reich. 

VICTOR LUTZE 

“Twelve years ago, when £ became leader of a small S. A. group, 

I put forward three principles which should guide my conduct 
and that of the S.A. group under me. These were: absolute 
loyalty, strictest discipline, and the spirit of self-sacrifice. 1 ’ 

That was the statement which Victor Lutze made when he 
took over the leadership of the whole S.A., in June lUvH. During 
the years that preceded the advent of National Socialism to 
power the S.A. held the foremost place in the political struggle. 
On the streets the brown uniform was the symbol of a Movement 
that was marching forward towards the creation ol a New 
Germany. The marching song composed by Horst Weasel, a 
member of the Berlin S.A, who had been murdered by Com¬ 
munists, became a national anthem. After National Social ism came 


into power the task set before the 
S,A. was altered. In accordance 
with the FuhrcHs desire, the 
S.A. men now have to be the 
model for all National Socialists 
to copy, a model of devotion to 
duty and soldier-like simplicity, 
Victor Lutffi is Chicf-of-Staff 
of the S.A. Tn his inner nature 
he is a soldier. In the War he 
was seriously wounded and lost 
the use of his left eye. It was 
for this reason that he resigned 
from the army and became a 
business man. Rut the political 
struggles of the post-War period soon brought him back from 
his civilian calling. When the French invaded the Ruhr he joined 
the same volunteer organization to which Leo Schlageter 
belonged and when Schlagetcr sealed It is faith by a martyr’s 
death Lutze was one of the men who brought his body from 
the occupied region into the homeland. 

Lutze comes of an old family of farmers and artisans in Lower 
Saxony. He was bom in Westphalia in 18*10, He inherits the 
simplicity and genuineness of his forebears. And he has given 
proof of outstanding ability as an organiser. The building up 
of the S,A. and the allocation of their various ranks is based on 
the prototype which lie himself created when he was leader of 
an S.A, group during the militant period of the Movement. 

DR. ROBERT LEV 

A successful labour leader must have a practical knowledge 
of the conditions under which the workman lives and works, 
and also of his outlook on life, his ideas, his speech etc. The 
workman's difficulties and cares cannot be learned at the office 










desk of the leader, The latter must have experienced all these 
in his own person. 

Though Dr, Robert Ley, the Leader of the German Labour 
Front* is a university man, he is also a man of the world, a man of 
everyday comma nsensc and practical ability, neither a bureaucrat 
nor an abstract theorist, a man who is simple and straightforward 
in his speech and in his ways. 'The German Labour Front, which 
has been created by l)r. Ley, embraces ail Germans who are 
engaged in productive labour, whether physical or mental. This 
Labour Front is not a maze of csffiees and exchanges packed 
with people who are looking for jobs, it is a living organism in 
which each individual element is active. It has superseded the 
old trade-unions, which operated on the assumption that the 
interests of Capital and Labour must be in eternal opposition 
to one another. Dr. Ley s vast organization embraces all German 
employers as well as the workers. Its members number about 
twenty millions, Its chief purpose is to promote and maintain 
peaceful cooperation between employers and employees by 
inculcating in the minds of the employers a sympathetic under¬ 
standing for the just claims and rights of the employees and, 
on the side of the employees, a reciprocal understanding of the 
conditions under which a business has to be managed and the 
possibilities on which the pay¬ 
ment of wages etc., depend. In 
this wav it has been possible 
to put an end to the fruitless 
contentions of the old trade-uni¬ 
ons and establish a fair balance 
of give-and-take in each busi¬ 
ness. Inasmuch as the German 
Labour Front not only look over 
the trade-unions but expanded 
them into a cooperative organi¬ 
zation which embraces all Ger¬ 
mans actively engaged in produc¬ 
tive work whether as directors or 


subordinate officials or ordinary workers, including also the 
hitherto independent trades and professions, we have here a 
veritable national community which embraces all productive 
effort for the welfare of the nation as a whole. 

This community has its own social departments, the most 
important of which is known as the “Strength Through Joy” 
organization. This enables every German worker to share in the 
general amenities of life at a nominal cost, Thus he can visit 
the best theatres, go on excursion trips at home and abroad, 
take part in ail kinds of sports etc. 

Within the Party framework Dr, Ley is also Reich Director 
of the Political Organization of the National Socialist Party. This 
organization is something more than a mere administrative 
mechanism under Party direction. The political leaders of the 
organization are the trustees not merely of the individual Party 
members but arc also the intermediaries between the people 
as a whole anti the supreme leadership. The Reich Director of 
the Political Organization f$ also responsible for the training of 
future Party leaders at various political colleges, 

1 )r. Ley is a native of the Rhineland and is the son uf a peasant 
farmer. Fie was bom in ISIHf He studied food chemistry and 
at ter the War, hi which he served as a volunteer, he took a post 
in one of the biggest chemical works in Germany, Owing to 
his political activities, he was several times arrested and finally 
lost his position on that account. 

BALDUR VON SCH1RACH 

Ikldnr von Schirach, the Reich Leader of the Youth, began 
to take part in political activities when he was still in his teens. 
He was born in 1007 and at the age of seventeen he entered the 
Party. A year later he became personally associated with the 
Fiihrer. 

Ifc studied German literature and the history of art and, while 
a student, he became leader of the National Socialist Students’ 







Movement, He achieved great success in converting the over¬ 
whelming majority of students to the principles of National 
Socialism long before National Socialism rook over supreme 
control of Germany- He was recognised as the leader of the 
youth for a long time before he was officially appointed to that 
position- His oratory inspired the young generation and his 
example as an indefatigable fighter,, almost obsessed by the 
heroic ideal* attracted them and still attracts them to him. 

As Reich Leader of the Youth* he has brought the whole 
youth of Germany into one 
organ i ^al ] on * the membersh i p 
of which has now' reached 
seven m i l \ ions / This 0 rgan i zat ion * 
known, as the Hitler Youth* is 
entirely independent and auto¬ 
nomous in Sts administration. 

It is also sclf-supporting. Acting 
in collaboration with the train¬ 
ing which they get at school and 
at home, the Hitler Youth Or¬ 
ganization helps to develop the 
physique of its members* instils 
Sound ideas in their minds and 
inculcates moral principles, all with a view to making the young 
generation a worthy factor in the national community. 

But Baidur von Schirach interests himself not merely in 
political activities. Indeed it may he said that he is One of those 
people who took part in politics because the conditions of the 
time called for such action. Otherwise he probably would have 
devoted himself entirely to literature and. if we are to judge 
by the poems which he has already published, he would probably 
have achieved great success in that field. He himself is the 
author of the Song of the Hitler Youth, 
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